Consultation Response: Essex Safer Speeds Strategy – Layer Road, Abberton–Langenhoe
We are responding to the consultation on the Essex Safer Speeds Strategy on behalf of the Abberton and Langenhoe Parish Council, to assess how the proposed framework applies to a specific location in our community: a short stretch of Layer Road within Abberton, extending approximately 300 metres from Mersea Road.

Context and Existing Conditions
This section of Layer Road has the following characteristics:
· Approximately 30 residential properties, many fronting directly onto the road
· A narrow carriageway, with insufficient width for two vehicles to pass comfortably in places
· No continuous pavements, and for much of the stretch, this frequently used road has no pavement provision at all
· Regular pedestrian use, particularly by parents taking children to Langenhoe Community Primary School, dog walkers and residents accessing nearby village amenities such as The Lion Corner Community shop, the Edward Marke Village Hall and access routes around Abberton Reservoir
· A clear mix of road users, including vehicles and pedestrians sharing the same limited space
As a result, pedestrians are frequently required to walk within the carriageway, increasing the level of interaction and potential conflict between vehicles and vulnerable road users.

Alignment with the Safer Speeds Strategy
Based on the framework set out in the Essex Safer Speeds Strategy, this stretch of Layer Road strongly aligns with the definition of a “Local Street”, and potentially aspects of a “Mixed Use Street”, due to its residential character and pedestrian activity.
The Strategy states that:
· Local Streets typically involve high interaction between vehicles and pedestrians
· In the majority of such cases, 20mph is the recommended safe and appropriate speed limit
· Lower speeds are particularly important where pedestrians are present in the carriageway and where infrastructure such as pavements is limited
Furthermore, the Strategy emphasises that speed limits should reflect both the function of the road (“place”) and the needs of its users, with particular priority given to vulnerable road users.

Risk Factors Supporting a Lower Speed Limit
This location presents several of the key risk indicators identified within the Strategy:
· Absence of pavements, requiring pedestrians to share the road space
· Narrow road width, limiting visibility and safe passing distances
· Direct residential frontage, increasing the likelihood of vehicle–pedestrian interaction
· Regular recreational use, including walkers returning from the permissive footpaths to Abberton Reservoir, St. Andrew’s Church, Abberton and Langenhoe Community Primary School.
· Mixed use environment, where movement and place functions are closely balanced
These factors collectively indicate a higher level of risk and support the case for a reduced speed environment.

Suitability of a 20mph Limit
Applying the Strategy’s Safe and Appropriate Speed Limit Framework to this location, a 20mph speed limit would be consistent, justified, and proportionate.
This would:
· Better reflect the residential and pedestrian-focused nature of the road
· Reduce the likelihood and severity of collisions
· Improve perceived and actual safety for residents and walkers
· Align with the Strategy’s Safe System approach and Vision Zero objectives
The relatively short length of the stretch (approximately 300 metres) also makes it suitable for a targeted intervention, as envisaged within the Strategy’s phased and evidence-led implementation approach.



Conclusion
This section of Layer Road represents a clear example of the type of environment the Safer Speeds Strategy is designed to address. The current speed environment does not adequately reflect the road’s function, layout, or user mix.
Introducing a 20mph speed limit on this stretch would be fully aligned with the principles, framework, and objectives set out in the Strategy, and would contribute meaningfully to improving safety for all road users in the area.
There is evidence of local community support for a speed reduction in this area from the recent 20’s Plenty survey.
We strongly support the inclusion of this location as a candidate for early implementation under the proposed strategy.

